
Food Suppliers 
at

The Green Gram



What are we looking for in a supplier?

• Local – preference given to suppliers closer to us

• Ethical – suppliers who treat their workers well, but also buy 
from producers with similar principles 

• Environmentally friendly – how are their products made and 
transported?

• Affordability – will the product price work for our customers?

• Recommendations – other refill shops share information



The Big Three!

• Gardner’s Zero Waste initially sourced all 
foods from Essential and Infinity

• We started purchasing from Wilton in 
summer 2022

• In 2024 we ordered:

£12,700 from Essential

£16,000 from Infinity

£24,000 from Wilton



• Began life in 1971 as ‘Harvest’, a wholefood 
shop in Bath

• In 1987, Nova Wholefoods moved to 
Essential’s current site in Bristol

• Harvest and Nova merged in 1991, 
rebranding as Essential Trading Co-operative 
Ltd

• One of the largest worker co-operatives in 
the UK

A brief history…



• All products are vegetarian and largely plant-based

• Products are always shipped by land or sea, never by 
air

• Warehouse is fitted with solar panels and additional 
energy needs are met by renewable sources

• Use a paperless invoicing system, and minimise use 
of packaging where possible

• Food waste donated to local charities, food banks 
and community centres

• Works with many charities in the South West and 
partners with Trees for Streets in Bristol

Why we like them…



• Founded in Brighton in 1971 as a wholefoods 
retailer

• Separate wholesale branch set up in 1985

• A workers co-operative

• One of the UK’s leading national and international 
distributors of quality organic, fair trade and 
natural products

A brief history…



• Specialises in vegetarian and organic products

• Products are always shipped by land or sea, never by 
air

• Own-brand products are packaged using recyclable 
plastic, cardboard and paper tape

• Warehouse is fitted with solar panels

• Food surplus redistribution scheme takes unsaleable 
but quality food to local food banks, community 
kitchens and food distribution charities

• Supports local charities with cash donations

Why we like them…



• Family owned since 1988

• Originally a market stall called Sunrize Wholefoods

• Moved to current site in Downton in 2004

• Business passed to brothers Dan and Sol in 2009

• Now supplies over 500 retailers and still runs the 
stall at Salisbury market

A brief history…



• Very local to us! 

• Close relationships with many suppliers, and able 
to trace many products back to the farm

• Solar panels at the warehouse

• Reuse boxes for packing orders, minimising waste

• Pride themselves on being a responsible employer 
and supplier

Why we like them…



Our Smaller Food Suppliers



• In 1800, planting begins at the grove in Messenia, 
Greece

• In 1915, wild olive trees are introduced into the 
grove, increasing disease resistance

• The family opens their own olive mill in 1938 and 
begin producing and bottling oil

• Ilias inherits the grove in 2017 and Aethalis is born

A brief history…



• The grove is managed to organic standards

• Assessed by Regenerative Farming Greece in 
September 2024, with certified status expected in 
2025

• Olives are hand picked during the day to protect 
wildlife

• Koroneiki olives have the highest polyphenol 
(antioxidant) count of any olive variety

• Unfiltered for a raw, natural and healthy product

• Closed loop system

Why we like them…



Cacao Powder, Herbs & Spices
Established in 2007 – family owned – warehouse powered by solar 
panels – use only paper tape – researching compostable packaging –
raised over £15,000 for charity – certified 100% carbon neutral

Forest Edge, Muddy Paws, Decaf
Based in Lyndhurst – uses only specialty coffee beans traceable back to the 
grower – supports growers working to reduce chemical and water use in 
production – buys from co-operatives working to improve conditions for 
women – uses only water-processed decaf beans (no chemicals)

Whole Natural & Blanched Almonds
Uses sea freight to transport nuts, not air freight – supplies only organic 
produce – pays a premium price to producers to encourage ethical and 
sustainable farming

Small Suppliers



Pasta
Began as Donatantonio (a delicatessen in London) in 1902 – Lupa range 
launched in 1963 and was granted a royal warrant in 2001 – works with 
‘Planet Mark’ to reduce carbon emissions - supports Trussell Trust and 
Fareshare – gives paid leave to employees to volunteer

Rapeseed Oil
Based in Shrewton on Salisbury Plain – rapeseed grown without insecticide 
– cold pressed and bottled on the farm – solar panels power the oil press –
seed waste after pressing is used on the farm

Habas Picante
Established in 1993 – based in Sturminster Newton – working to reduce 
plastic packaging – where possible, buys raw ingredients and makes 
finished products themselves to reduce carbon footprint 

Small Suppliers



Loose Leaf Tea
Established in 1888 in Birmingham – moved to Porlock in 1961 – founding 
member of the Ethical Tea Partnership – supports projects empowering 
women, providing education and clean water

Noodles, Panko Breadcrumbs
Established in 1984 in Lincolnshire – family owned small business –
specialises in Asian foods

Blandford Blend, Decaf
Opened in March 2020 on the edge of Holt Heath – use only specialty coffees, 
supporting small growers and their communities – business bought by The 
Southern Coffee Company in January 2024 – continuing in the same vein 
providing high quality, small batch coffees 

Small Suppliers




